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and in that respect he was no better than the Serbs,
But he started a campaign against corruption. There
was much corruption in high places and the exposure
was good propaganda for his party. He went on the
stump in Serbia, visiting districts which had previously
been forbidden to him, and he carried his slogans to the
Serb peasants, merely dropping the word "republic."
He was still out for a state founded exclusively on the
requirements of the peasantry. He preached a hatred of
town influence. "God made the country; the devil
made the town," said he. "Christ was born in a village;
He was crucified in a town!" He trusted the people,
but from the term "people" he excluded townspeople,
shopkeepers, manufacturers, financiers. Otherwise he
spoke like a true democrat. "When I am with the
people I am bathing in the ocean," was another charac-
teristic utterance.

There is no doubt that he continued to irritate the
old guard of Serb politicians. He made new enemies
by his charges of corruption and newspapers attacked
him with unbridled licence. The withdrawal of the
freedom of the Press was a measure of the subsequent
dictatorship, but it should not be forgotten that when
, the Press was not gagged it comported itself badly,
demanding blood. It provoked murder and was
morally irresponsible. The Press earned the repression
which followed at a later date.

The epithets flung across the floor of the house were
as insulting and violent as those used by journalists.
In English "parliamentary language" implies a certain
restraint of phrase. In Belgrade it would have to imply
the very opposite. The Skuptschina was a sort of zoo
where some of the animals were uncaged. One may
call it Democracy, but it was not a pleasing spectacle.
The debates passed from one unnecessary crisis to
another. Members seemed to think they were elected
to evoke passions rather than to find a common ground
or proceed wisely about the country's business. Raditch